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best information available to describe 
the Federal award. 

(2) The criteria or specific require-
ment upon which the audit finding is 
based, including statutory, regulatory, 
or other citation. 

(3) The condition found, including 
facts that support the deficiency iden-
tified in the audit finding. 

(4) Identification of questioned costs 
and how they were computed. 

(5) Information to provide proper per-
spective for judging the prevalence and 
consequences of the audit findings, 
such as whether the audit findings rep-
resent an isolated instance or a sys-
temic problem. Where appropriate, in-
stances identified shall be related to 
the universe and the number of cases 
examined and be quantified in terms of 
dollar value. 

(6) The possible asserted effect to 
provide sufficient information to the 
auditee and Federal agency, or pass-
through entity in the case of a sub-
recipient, to permit them to determine 
the cause and effect to facilitate 
prompt and proper corrective action. 

(7) Recommendations to prevent fu-
ture occurrences of the deficiency iden-
tified in the audit finding. 

(8) Views of responsible officials of 
the auditee when there is disagreement 
with the audit findings, to the extent 
practical. 

(c) Reference numbers. Each audit 
finding in the schedule of findings and 
questioned costs shall include a ref-
erence number to allow for easy ref-
erencing of the audit findings during 
follow-up.

§ 99.515 Audit working papers. 

(a) Retention of working papers. The 
auditor shall retain working papers 
and reports for a minimum of three 
years after the date of issuance of the 
auditor’s report(s) to the auditee, un-
less the auditor is notified in writing 
by the cognizant agency for audit, 
oversight agency for audit, or pass-
through entity to extend the retention 
period. When the auditor is aware that 
the Federal awarding agency, pass-
through entity, or auditee is con-
testing an audit finding, the auditor 
shall contact the parties contesting the 
audit finding for guidance prior to de-

struction of the working papers and re-
ports. 

(b) Access to working papers. Audit 
working papers shall be made available 
upon request to the cognizant or over-
sight agency for audit or its designee, a 
Federal agency providing direct or in-
direct funding, or GAO at the comple-
tion of the audit, as part of a quality 
review, to resolve audit findings, or to 
carry out oversight responsibilities 
consistent with the purposes of this 
part. Access to working papers includes 
the right of Federal agencies to obtain 
copies of working papers, as is reason-
able and necessary.

§ 99.520 Major program determination. 

(a) General. The auditor shall use a 
risk-based approach to determine 
which Federal programs are major pro-
grams. This risk-based approach shall 
include consideration of: Current and 
prior audit experience, oversight by 
Federal agencies and pass-through en-
tities, and the inherent risk of the Fed-
eral program. The process in para-
graphs (b) through (i) of this section 
shall be followed. 

(b) Step 1. (1) The auditor shall iden-
tify the larger Federal programs, which 
shall be labeled Type A programs. Type 
A programs are defined as Federal pro-
grams with Federal awards expended 
during the audit period exceeding the 
larger of: 

(i) $300,000 or three percent (.03) of 
total Federal awards expended in the 
case of an auditee for which total Fed-
eral awards expended equal or exceed 
$300,000 but are less than or equal to 
$100 million. 

(ii) $3 million or three-tenths of one 
percent (.003) of total Federal awards 
expended in the case of an auditee for 
which total Federal awards expended 
exceed $100 million but are less than or 
equal to $10 billion. 

(iii) $30 million or 15 hundredths of 
one percent (.0015) of total Federal 
awards expended in the case of an 
auditee for which total Federal awards 
expended exceed $10 billion. 

(2) Federal programs not labeled 
Type A under paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section shall be labeled Type B pro-
grams. 
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